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Charlie Sims, Bogalusa leeder of the armed Negro civil- 
rights organization, Deacons for Defense and Justice. 


HERE usually Is a touch of 

| ceremony in a cross - burning 

by the Ku Klux Klan. A car- 

load of Klansmen drives into a Negro 

neighborhood and selects a lawn, gets 

out and plants the cross in the dirt, 

sets it afire and then drives away 
in solemn satisfaction. 

At Jonesboro, La., the practice has 
been altered. It has taken on a curious 
air of slapdash urgency. The job now 
is handled by two carloads of men. 
The lead car pauses only long enough 
for a man to thrust the cross out 
of the car window and onto the lawn, 


groes armed with rifles, shotguns and 
pistols are waiting in cars and behind 
the doors of the Negro houses and 
that these vigilantes are willing, even 
eager, to shoot at white men who 
come prowling at night. As a result, 
not only has the method of cross- 
burning been changed, but the custcm 
is dying out at Jonesboro. 

The reason for the decline is the 
newest of the Negro civil- rights 
organizations, an armed, semisecret, 
loosely organized federation called 
the Deacons for Defense and Justice. 
The Deacons began in Jonesboro in 
the summer of 1964. The untidy little 
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Ride by 


By ROY REED 


“If bloed is going to | 
going to let it run down 
—all kinds. We are no 
Negro blood down Coli 


Klan organized a 25-car motorcade 
and held a parade through the Negro 
section. The cars sped down the 
streets and the Kluxers flung out 
leaflets warning the Negroes to stay 
in their place. At the head of the pro- 
cession, plainly visible, was a police 
car. The authorities had provided an 
escort. 

A group of Negro Army veterans 
met the next day and made a quick 
inventory of the guns and ammunition 
in the Negro community. If the police 
could not be depended on, the Ne- 
groes would protect themselves, they 
decided. Manv of the veterans were 


ready-m © 2020 The New York Times Company | Terms of Service | Privacy | Help | Feedback | TimesMachine Home | IP: 68.11.33.146 


